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and courtesy, though dashed at times with terrible
ferocity.

The Chronicle and the Ballads make him live rather
as David did at Ziklag, making war only on the
enemies of his religion, except when attacked. Ramon
Berenguer, the Count of Barcelona, thus fell on him
to take away his spoil, but was defeated and made
prisoner. Then, says the story, "A great supper was
prepared for my Cid Campeador ;" but Count Don
Ramon would not eat. " I will taste no meat for all
Spain. I will lose my life, since such wretches have
conquered me in battle."

My Cid heard him. "Eat, count, eat this bread,
drink this wine; so shalt thou cease to be a
prisoner."

Finally, the generous conqueror prevailed, and the
count's supper was his ransom. He was set free with
many fair gifts of horses and furred mantles.

Rodrigo reconciled himself to the king, coming
.creeping to his throne with a saddle on his back ; ftut
he always dwelt beyond Alfonso's dominions, and
finally won Valencia, whither he brought his wife
and children, and reigned, only doing homage to the
king for the rest of his life. He had an ivory chair
in the Cortes, and he and his good steed Babieca
were always in the forefront of the battles, where he
wielded one or other of his bright swords, Colada and
Tizona.

The Cid lost his only son, Don Diego Ruiz ; and his
daughters, Elvira and Sol, were viewed as heiresses.
The two sons of the Count of Carrion, Ferdinand and
Diego Gonzales, sought them in marriage, and by
favour of the king obtained them. Rodrigo gave